Gary L. Aguilar, MD 
909 Hyde Street, #530 
San Francisco, California 94109 
(415)775-3392 FAX - (415) 563-4453 

December 21, 1995 

Letters to the editor 

San Francisco Examiner 

1 10 5th Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Editor, 

In two Examiner essays Mr. Chris Matthews has taken Oliver Stone's film, Nixon , to task for misstating 
Bob Haldeman's views on a controversial passage in his book, 1,2 The Ends of Power . 1 * 3 In it, Haldeman 
wrote that he was advised by Nixon to threaten the CIA to force it to intercede with the FBI in the 
Watergate cover-up by suggesting Nixon would otherwise disgorge the "whole Bay of Pigs" thing, by 
which Haldeman took Nixon to mean some hidden truth about the Kennedy assassination. Matthews 
claims there is no truth to the story, for in 1993 the now-deceased Haldeman had told Matthews the story 
was a fabrication of his book's co-author, Mr. Joseph DiMona. 

I called Mr. DiMona who said he was fond of Haldeman. 4 Nevertheless, he insisted that the controversial 
JFK assertion, which was elaborated upon in three pages of text, 5 was truly Haldeman's, and that it had 
survived five word by word revisions meticulously supervised by both Haldeman and several editors. Had 
the story been false, not only would it not have survived such scrutiny, it would have been corrected in 
later editions of the book. DiMona said that without Haldeman, an association between the Bay of Pigs 
and the JFK assassination would never have occurred to him. Mr. DiMona also mentioned that this was 
not the first time Haldeman had passed the buck. In order to ingratiate himself with Nixon after his release 
from prison, Haldeman had blamed DiMona for other passages in the book Nixon found offensive. 

Stone's fictionalized movie, Nixon , may fail a scrupulous historical scrutiny, but Matthews allowed Stone 
a victory when he failed to get DiMona's side of the story. 

Sincerely yours, 


Gary L. Aguilar, MD 

Chairman, Department of Surgery, Saint Francis Memorial Hospital, San Francisco 
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, Stanford University Medical Center 
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, University of California, San Francisco 
Member, Board of Directors, San Francisco County Medical Society 
Member, American Medical Association 
Member, California Medical Association 
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